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Commemoration of fallen soldiers has long been a source of debate in postwar society
in Japan. Yasukuni Shirine, the center of the debate, was founded in early Meiji era by
the newly established Tokyo government, which defeated and replaced the preceding
regime, in order to exclusively commemorate those who fought for the imperial army.
Since then, the shrine, as an institution of the government, had played a central role for
commemoration of war dead until Japan’s defeat in August 1945. Under the
demilitarization policy of allied forces, Yasukuni Shrine was separated from the state
and transformed itself into a private religious institution.

This paper discusses the way in which postwar Japanese society has faced the reality
of mass death of the lost war; some reacted to the loss of soldiers with grief, some
expressed anger to those in power. Some experienced the defeat as a liberation, in hope
of reforming Japan to non-militaristic and democratic nation, while some experienced
the defeat and subsequent reform with sense of humiliation.

This discursive study on the history of Yasukuni debated in postwar Japan since 1945
to the present emphasizes influence of “anti-postwar ideology”, a frame of interpretation
or a set of belief motivated by disregard and resentment to ideas and values that
represent postwar society such as “ human rights”,“democracy”, “cultural diversity” and
“anti-militarism”.

This paper, through a discursive study on Yasukuni debates, shows how the shrine has
become a source of debate-like environment dominated by authoritarian attitude and
cynicism.

This paper clarifies the way in which the reactionary ideology has influenced the
postwar society and formulated socio-political ideological backlash movement, where
Yasukuni Shrine plays the symbolical role.



