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Visualizing Regional Characteristics of Community Names by Using “Historical Gazetteer”
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Japanese place names are important cultural and historical assets for communities however, they are at risk for
disappearance because of the current population decline and livelihood change. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to
analyze geographical characteristics of community names printed on old 1:50,000 topographic maps across Japan by
using historical gazetteer and geographical information system. The analysis focused on Chinese characters used in
community names and the relationships with topographical characteristics. In addition, regional characteristics of
community names were visualized based on results of correspondence analysis. Our results indicate that Japanese place
names of communities might be named after topographic features where they were located but there are regional variations
in Chinese characters used for community names by reflecting regional cultural diffenreces when they were named.
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