JE S BRI B S EmSCEE Vol 13 (20194E7H) (]

IEDOHEBEN A -2EDHFIZEITS
BHE S UPHN - FENEE ORI - #higKER

Temporal and Geographical Characteristics of Theft and Arson Incidences
Including Suspected Cases at Temples and Shrines in Entire Japan

Based on Recent Newspaper Articles
AR ACT - A K12

Yuki Tanizaki and Tomoki Nakaya

ISranff R Bl WP B TR SLAHBA S JERT (T 603-8341 HURBIFAUHB i AL X/ M J5UALET 58)
Visiting researcher, Institute of Disaster Mitigation for Urban Cultural Heritage, Ritsumeikan University

ZHRALKFIE B BT BREERIERIZERE (T980-0845 B4 WAL i 5 3 K B 32468-1)

Professor, Graduate School of Environmental Studies, Tohoku University

In this study, we examine the temporal and geographical characteristics of theft and arson occurrences targeting cultural
properties at shrines and temples from 1986 to 2018 using the article databases of the two major newspapers in Japan,
Asahi Shimbun and the Yomiuri Shimbun. As a result, the number of article reports increased in 2004, indicating that this
year will be a milestone for man-made disasters at shrines and temples, possibly caused by several incidents of illegal
international outflows of stolen properties that attracted public attention. Regarding the geographical aspects, the
locational coefficient of theft was higher in non-urban areas adjacent to the metropolitan areas. In these areas, tenantless
temples having Buddhist statues that were not designated as cultural properties were targeted. The locational coefficients
of arson tended to increase in more urbanized areas that were associated with higher anonymity and easier access.
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