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Animal Damage at Temples and Shrines Having Nationally Registered Cultural Properties:
An Analysis of a Nation-wide Social Survey in Japan
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The aim of this article is to examine the recent situations of animal damage at temples and shrines having nationally
registered cultural properties of buildings and historical art works through a nation-wide social survey in Japan. In this
survey, we revealed that more than half of the temples and shrines are damaged by animals. Among them, lots of
cultural properties are also damaged. It was found that there were regional differences in the reported number of
damage depending on the type of animals.We analyzed the characteristics of temples and shrines damaged by each
animals from the attribute of shrines and temples and the surrounding environment.
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