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The aim of this article is to examine the recent situations of heritage crimes at temples and shrines having nationally
registered cultural properties of buildings and historical art works through a nation-wide social survey in Japan. We
revealed substantial numbers of criminal damages on cultural properites, and observed the trendencies of repeated
victimisation and positive correlationships between different criminal damages suggesting concentrations of different
crimes at the same sites. In addition, we statistically identified situational risks of heritage crimes which were differently
associated with temples and shrines’ characteristics and surrounding environments among different crime types.
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