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IDEAS AND METHOD OF DISASTER PREVENTION
SHOWN IN THE PRESERVATION ACTS FOR THE BUDDHIST WALL PAINTINGS
IN THE MAIN HALL OF HORYUIJI (1916-56)
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Preservation Committee for the Wall Paintings in the Main Hall of Horyuji was established in 1916, and their problems
recognition of progressing deterioration of the wall paintings were summarized as the following 3 points; 1) aged
deterioration of ancient structure which caused cracks on the surface of the paintings, 2) aged deterioration of the wall
paintings themselves which foliated the color, 3) insufficiency of the fire prevention equipments. The preservation acts
had executed measures based in those 3 points until 1956. Nonetheless the former committee in the 1910's concluded
it was nonessential to execute the fundamental restoration, concerned experts’ idea of disaster prevention required it in
the 1930’s, while trying to maintain its cultural value, namely keeping paintings in the hall after the act completion, by
means of advanced technologies and academic researches. Encountered many difficulties, after all, the paintings are now
preserved in the back storage of the temple, which symbolically shows aporia; “disaster prevention” in the modern sense

is, needless to say, a necessary measure to save cultural heritages but unavoidably decreases cultural value of them.
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