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DEFENSIVE AND DISASTER PREVENTIVE CHARACTERISTICS
SHOWN IN THE TEMPLE COMPOUND TOWNS ON THE PLATEAU
CONSTRUCTED IN THE AGE OF CIVIL WAR
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Jodo-shin sect's Jinaimachi, the temple compound towns, constructed mainly during the age of civil war (16th century)
were self-government-like religious cities with defensive and disaster preventive characteristics. Especially early
formed Jinaimachi towns were located at the tip of the plateau adjacent to rivers, constructing a moat on the other
side, which reflects the high priest Rennyo's idea of the town. These towns were basically composed of orthogonal
city-blocks, regardless of the land with ups and downs, surrounding the main temple of the town treated as a disaster
prevention center. Those towns' relatively low house density produced a blank area behind houses on each lots, installed

waterways on parting lines from the facing lots, that seems to be effectively functioned as a fire prevention vacant land.
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