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Background of the urban structure and fire protection measures in Edo
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Since urban construction in Edo progressed within the constraints on the terrain and the structural principle was based
on military strategic arrangements, there was significantly uneven distribution of highly dense townsmen’s districts. In
the event of a fire, this contradictory urban structure, along with the unique terrain and the force of wind, amplified the
spread of fire. After the Great Fire of Meireki, measures were implemented to correct the faults in urban structure, such
as creating designated open areas as a firebreak, although the effects were limited. In the Kyoho era, as a
complementary solution to these firebreaks, fire protection architecture measures were introduced. Background of its
introduction was the unique architectural history in Edo.
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