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The aim of this article is to examine the recent trends and characteristics of human-made disasters on cultural heritages
by focusing on theft of cultural properties and fires of historical buildings at temples and shrines in Japan. Since there is
no periodic surveys on the human-made disasters at temples and shrines, we used the online database of articles of
Yomiuri-Shinbun, one of the most major newpaper in the country, to extract incidences of theft and fire at temples and
shirnes from 1986 to 2014. We integrated duplication of articles on the same incidence and then tabulated the incidence
to identify the temporal and geographical trends of the extracted incidences with distinct charactreristics of those
identified from the article descriptions. For both theft and fire, the number of incidences appeared in the newspaper has
drastically increased around 2000 in most of regions. The newspaper articles highlighted the raised risks of human-made
disasters on cultural heritage in recet times, including international trades of stolen properties and serial crimes targeting
local temples and shrines without resident priest.
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