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Although, in the course of land reform in the early Meiji era, the government had confiscated and nationalized the
domains, including the forests, of shrines and temples, it legislated on the incorporation of the national forests again into
their precincts in accord with the National Forests Act enacted in 1899. The law required shrines and temples to testify
that the forests were necessary as the “forest landscape”, in terms of external beauty in appearance, administration of
shrines and temples' activities, and disaster prevention. Judging from the survey maps, the incorporated areas tended to

be clearly larger in the case when the reasons for disaster prevention had been accepted.
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