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Nankai Earthquake Memorial and Handing Down Lessons in Osaka City
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There are four memorials to the Ansei Nankai earthquake in Osaka City. Two of them, the Ohjishin(Daijishin)-
Ryokawaguchi-Tsunamiki and the memorial in Shitennoji, are inscribed with the disaster’s lessons. However, we do not
know of any memorials to the Hoei earthquake in Osaka, although an Ansei-period “news” story briefly mentions a
“Jizou” (“Ksitigarbha) statue being built. I believe the “Jizou” was built at the mouth of the Kizu River where the
Ohjishin-Ryokawaguchi-Tsunamiki was later built. Since that memorial’s construction, it has been regularly maintained,

and ceremonies are held as if it were a “Jizou” that has been keeping residents safe for about 160 years.
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