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The change of fire risk caused by a decrease in the number of “chaya” in Pontocho area
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Recently, the conversion of “chaya” to restaurant has been proceeding in Japanese traditional entertainment districts.
The aim of this paper is to clarify the relationship between the conversion and the change of fire risk. In Pontocho area,
the number of “chaya” has been down about 70 percent, and restaurant has increased eightfold from 1954. Especially,
many conversions occurred in periphery district of Pontocho area that correspond to evacuation routes. It is thought that
fire risk of restaurant is higher than “chaya” because restaurant has many opportunities to use fire. Therefore, it is

necessary to examine enriching fire extinguishing equipments in periphery district as well as in alleys.
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