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Current Conditions of Cultural Heritages which Suffered from the Great East Japan Earthquake;
Challenges of the Recovering Process of Damaged Cultural Environment
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This study aims to summarise the current conditions of cultural heritages like shrines or temples damaged by the Great
East Japan Earthquake in Minami-sanriku-cho, Miyagi prefecture, Japan, in order to diagnose problems in efforts to
recover such damaged heritages. We firstly used a GIS (geographic information system) to identify shrines and temples
within the Tsunami inundation areas, and then conducted a field survey to investigate the damages and current recovery
processes of them. At the result, we found that severe damages of the precincts of the shrines or temples and that those
caused serious destruction of the cultural environment that used to be attached with the precincts. Although we found
less severe damages for the main buildings and graveyards, there remained no local communities in the vicinity of
temples or shines damaged in many cases. The local government of Minami-sanriku-cho decided to relocate the
residential areas from coastal low grounds to higher grounds to avoid the risk of Tsunami in the future. The major

challenge to overcome this situation is to find the way to redevelop the cultural environments lost by the disaster.
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