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The Shrines and Temples utilized as Evacuation Shelters
in the Great Flood Damage around Lake Biwa in September 1896
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Before the completion of construction of Seta river dam (Araizeki), waterfront areas along Lake Biwa in Siga were
sometimes flooded, because people had never been able to control the water level of the lake. The greatest water
damage was recorded in September 1896. At that time, a lot of waterfront cities and towns along the lake were flooded
for many days. This study aims to reveal the actual condition on utilization of many shrines and temples as temporary
evacuation shelters for disaster victims, according to press reports at the time.
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