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Exploratory Report on Damage of the Great East Japan Earthquake to Cultural Properties
in the South of Iwate Prefecture and in the North of Miyagi Prefecture
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This report shows the result of survey on damage caused by the Great East japan Eathquake to immovable Cultural
Properties in the South of Iwate Prefecture and the North of Miyagi Prefecture, both of which are near the epicenter. As
the magnitude of the earthquake was unprecedented in Japanese history, a great deal of damage to cultural properties
was reported. 25 cultural properties in 12 sites were investigated by visual inspection and interviews by the authors. The
report concludes that though the tsunami caused fewer damage to properties than the earthquake but heavier damage.
Then it suggests the necessity of barriers to protect cultural properties from tsunami and measurements for mud walls
against earthquake.
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