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This paper deals with the Great Fire of Tenmei in 1788, which caused catastrophic damage to Kyoto, and discusses 
characteristics of buildings that escaped the disaster. In order to reconstruct the fire damages in the past, we conduct 
comparative analysis of field survey of historic buildings which survived from the conflagration and kasai-zu (maps of 
fire disaster). By doing so, we identify temples and shrines that survived in the affected areas. An architectural study of 
these historic buildings helps us understand what kinds of buildings were fire resistant, and what kinds of physical 
conditions prevented fire from spreading from one building to others.  
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