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Reconstruction and Analysis of the Great Fire of Tenmei in Kyoto
Based on Illegal Journalistic Prints and Survived Buildings

Gz - PATERE, 2
Akihiro Tsukamoto and Takumi Nakamura

1 AR REEREIITEHAE RA N K7 P I LT = m—
RSB HTBA SR TEE > 2 — (T603-8341 ST/ IMAJFALRT 58)
Post Doctoral Fellow, Ritsumeikan University, Research Center for Disaster Mitigation of Urban Cultural Heritage
NIRRT a—r b o A )= VGRS KA R RS R LT 2 —
JER SRR TBA ST v & — (T 603-8341 S AL/ IMATRALHT 58)
Post Doctoral Fellow, Ritsumeikan University, Research Center for Disaster Mitigation of Urban Cultural Heritage

This paper proposes a new method to reconstruct great fires in the early modern period on a map.
The paper takes a case study of the Great Fire of Tenmei that broke out in Kyoto in the end of the
18th century. The fire was captured in kasai-zu (maps of fire disaster), a subgenre of kawaraban
(illegal journalistic prints). More than a few previous studies visually identified which parts of the
present-day Kyoto were damaged by the fire, none of which were found identical. We propose the
method to reconstruct geographical distributions of fire-damaged areas by utilizing not only the
kasai-zu but also official documents on this subject, made in 1884 and results of our field survey in
2011. The method hopes to give more detailed reconstructing plans.
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