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It has been said that some traditional townhouses (Kyo-machiya) in Kyoto have evacuation entrance doors in the back 
yard, which connects to adjacent houses. Taking method of questionnaire, we tried to know about those evacuation 
backyard doors (urakido). More than half of traditional houses have or had urakido. Most of them were made to connect 
to backside adjacent house, some houses had two or three urakidos, which is reasonable location for evacuation. They, 
in many cases, were made and also replaced in mid twentieth century. About 10% of Kyo-machiya still now keep this 
evacuation backyard. This kind of backyard evacuation doors should be put on consideration for the safety of traditional 
houses districts. 
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