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Disaster Vulnerability of Historic City of Patan, Kathmandu Valley ; the case of Jatapur historic urban area 
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World Heritage Monument Zones of Kathmandu Valley located in the historic city of Patan represent outstanding 
universal values of a traditional Newari settlement with unique buildings and open space structure that has evolved over 
time and continue to survive to the present day. However, Kathmandu valley is highly vulnerable to earthquakes, posing 
grave risk of disaster that may cause high loss of life as well as the unique heritage values. Based on the field work 
undertaken in historic urban area of Jatapur along the edge of World Heritage Monument Zone of Patan and its buffer 
zone, the paper will analyse urban transformation processes and resulting vulnerability of urban heritage. On the basis 
of research findings, recommendations for reducing disaster risks would be made. 
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