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Spatial characteristics of damaged shrines and temples of the 1938 Great Hanshin Flood Disaster
in Kobe, Japan
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The purpose of this study is to analyze, by using geographic information systems (GIS), the spatial characteristics of the
shrines and temples that suffered substantial damages by the heavy rains in Kobe in 1938, called the Great Hanshin
Flood Disaster. The data used for this study are from the Kobe-shi suigaishi; reports of the Kobe city on the Great
Hanshin Flood Disaster. The survey results reveal: (1) the geographical distribution of the damaged shrines and temples
can be roughly classified into two patterns; one is the distribution observed on the boundary between Rokko Mountains
and plain, and the other is merely on the plain, (2) the shrines and temples with wrecked buildings on the boundary are
subject to the condition of slope-failures, (3) however, the shrines and temples on the plain, with the damaged buildings
are generally located on valley, (4) the estimated costs for these shrines and temples with the damaged buildings are

found to be much higher than ones with no damaged buildings.
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