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Consideration about the archiving of victim’s narratives:
Focus on Haruki Murakami's Underground

Maki YAMAGUCHI

The purpose of this paper is to carefully examine the logical basis that supports archiving victim’s narratives from
the perspective of “Why and for whom it is beneficial”. This paper draws attention to Haruki Murakami’s
Underground. which features interviews with victims of the Tokyo subway sarin gas attack. In this study, the effect
of Murakami’s effort to archive the narratives of suffering has been reconsidered from the opinions of the parties
concerned upon organizing Murakami's intentions. Murakami attempted to imbue the richness of the victims'
narratives with “reality” to overwhelm each and every social member who supposedly “lacks imagination”. Here, the
victims' narratives are used as a “tool” to awaken those who, according to Murakami’'s assumption, are insensitive
members of society. What steers this novel is Murakami's own distrust of the <sensitivity> of these social members.

The violence of relying on <sensitivity> is discussed in the conclusion.

Keywords : archiving of the victim’s narratives, Haruki Murakami, Underground, imagination, sensitivity
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