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The Ontological Turn and Ethnography:
A Reflection on Evocation through the Concrete

Akinori HAMADA

As is commonly known, ethnography as both monograph and method is an essential element of anthropology. It
follows that every anthropological theory influences the manner and the possibility of ethnography to some degree.
If the so-called “ontological turn” in anthropology in the early 21st century is a truly important theoretical discussion,
rather than just an intellectual fashion, we should therefore clarify its relationship to ethnography and consider how
it reshapes ethnographic modes.

From the beginning of this turn, scholars have understood the importance of linking theoretical discussion to
methodology. The editors of Thinking through Things emphasize that their ontological turn is fundamentally
methodological. This paper, therefore, expands this emphasis and explores the relationship between the ontological
turn and ethnography by amplifying the possibility of figures of speech in the concrete (things, performances, and

events) and by closely reading Marylin Strathern’s Partial Connections and Annemarie Mol's The Body Multiple.

Keywords: ontological turn, the concrete, post-plural, figure, ethnography






