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A study on International law in Judgment 2018 of the Supreme Court of
Korea concerning “Korean wartime laborers cases”:

Focusing on the interpretative techniques

LEE, Byungchan

This paper examines the issues of international law in the Judgment of the Supreme
Court of Korea concerning Korean wartime laborers. In October and November 2018, the
Court ordered that two Japanese firms must pay compensation to Korean wartime labors.
The Court interprets that the individual claims to illicit acts against humanity or colonial
rules have not been settled by the 1969 Japan-Korea Claims Settlement Agreement.
However, while the Court interprets the Agreement that is an international treaty, the
logical process of interpretation is too much domestic rather than international. The
Judgment is inappropriate under international law and thus need to reviewed critically.
On the other hand, the Judgement has suggested in recent trends in the field of
international human rights law and international humanitarian law, so future

developments are noteworthy.
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