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The Growth of International Christian Churches
in Shanghai and Beijing.

MURAKAMI, Shiho

This paper examines the current situation of international Christian churches for
foreign Protestants in Shanghai and Beijing. Increasing foreign residents are welcomed by
the Chinese government for their contribution to economic growth, however, at the same
time, the government restricts foreigners’ religious activities within limited forms to
maintain their control on religions inside China. As a result, foreign Christians are
permitted to attend churches only open to foreigners or Chinese citizens who have lived
abroad.

The focus of this paper is how international churches have developed in the last 20 years,
and their relationship with Chinese Christians and society. In conclusion, this paper
indicates that although international churches are still small and isolated from Chinese
society, they are expanding their functions and connection within China, and suggests that
they will be one of the important factors to change Chinese Protestant Churches in the
near future.
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BHEBHD S OB 2R THEEZ T L2515 X 912480, 2000 EACIREZ DD di
KB 5o BUETIZEBRE R DA ZEBbO S8 E L CBUF O TRFER 4 D1
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12 2000 EARCLARE DR eI L AU & b 7 o THEITIR R L TE 72 BUED L 2 A,
NS FEBREREFEHBORIC X o THMIOHEFRZIIH L TIERICH LS TE), €0
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