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“Cartoon writer” in the mid 1930s of China
Ye Qianyu and Modern Sketch

SHIROYAMA, Takuya

In the mid 1930s of China, the so-called “Cartoon” was a very comprehensive concept, not
only did it refer to “cartoon” and “comic”, but also “sketch” in the art field. For example, Ye
Qianyu successfully created the comic Mr. Wang and at the same time drew lots of
sketches. This thesis explores how artistic value is derived from the sketches drawn by
“Cartoon writers” like Ye through analyzing critics and data from magazines and pictorials
at that time.

The 1930s can be considered as the flourishing period of “Cartoon” in China. During this
period, the famous “Cartoon” magazine Modern Sketch was issued, the works of new
“Cartoon writers” got published, connection was established among writers from different
cities. In this historical context, Ye Qianyu began to get interested in sketching due to the
influence of overseas writers and also his own Beijing trip. These “Cartoon writers”, artists

of the new era, created different kinds of artwork one after another.
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