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The Current Features of Japanese Negative Attitudes toward Arms Exports
— An Analysis Based on the Experimental Opinion Survey—

MATSUMURA, Hiroyuki

This paper analyzes the current features of negative attitudes of Japanese people toward
arms exports based on results of the experimental opinion survey conducted by the author.
When the Government of Japan set out the Three Principles on Transfer of Defense
Equipment and Technology, some people argued that it would allow defense firms to
revitalize their arms exports. However, few defense firms have expanded their export
aggressively so far.

Their negative responses can be explained by the people’s unfavorable attitudes toward
arms exports that are specific to Japanese society. As long as such attitudes exist among
consumers, defense firms, which produce goods or service for civilian use as well (usually
those firm's dependency rates for defense are below 10%), will not be willing to spur their
arms exports in order not to lose their sales. In terms of a corporate reputation, such a
corporate strategy is reasonable and rational.

The results of this survey suggest that: (1) the Three Principles on Transfer of Defense
Equipment and Technology has a low profile, (2) half of the respondents have negative
images to defense firms, (3) “lethality of exports” , “degrees of profit motivation” and

“familiarity with importers” are key factors which affect people’s latitude to arms export.
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