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The Development of the ‘Right to Live in Peace’ and the ‘Right to Peace’
in Korea: Focusing on Constitutional Court Decisions and Recent
Arguments in the United Nations Human Rights Council.

SHIN, Hyun-oh

The concept of the ‘Right to Live in Peace’ is generally understood as the ‘Right to live
peacefully’ in the Preamble of the Japanese constitution. In recent years, in South Korea,
there have been discussions on the ‘Right to Live in Peace’ which have given rise to many
trials. However, the Constitutional Court has not recognised this concept as being
constitutionally a basic human right. On the other hand, the United Nations considers the
‘Right to Live in Peace’ as part of the ‘Right to Peace’. Moreover, there is also a global
movement to recognise the ‘Right to Peace’ as a universal right. By presenting the
discussions in South Korea and at the United Nations, this paper highlights how South
Korean society can recognise the ‘Right to Live in Peace’ as a basic human right within the

constitution.

Keywords : Right to Live in Peace, Right to Peace, New Human Rights, South Korean
Constitutional Court, United Nations Human Rights Council
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