SR EIR IR e 45367 20124E10)] 189

HAHIEEIC BT AF Y aF Y XAk
[ VRV OFEBIZEAT 5 —E 5
— M IR OTEE) &E MV P R o T (1896-1899) —

%E}i*

ot

&

A Study of Functionality of the “Symbol” on Nationalism in Modern Korea:
Activities of the Independence Club and the Independence Arch (1896-1899)

KIM, Yong Chan

The purpose of this study is to rethink on functionality of the ‘Symbol' strongly linked
with the National common purpose’ which was created in the nation-building process of
modern Korea. This study focuses on the Independence club’s activities and their ‘symbols’,
and to find out the true sense of Independence of Korea engraved on the Independence
Arch, which was defined by The Independence Club.

The word Independence’, which was engraved on the Independence Arch, is not to mean a
‘Particular Country’, but it is to mean a ‘Purpose’ for achieve by oneself. It seems that
‘Symbol’ doesn't only valuate a particular period of history, but has ideologically functionality
to legitimate political activities. Therefore, it is important to consider that how the ‘Symbol’
has changed its meaning and has been emphasized by individuals or organizations to

legitimate political activities.
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FIE— BT, 191 R—Y, XY 7 A OBUANSEUIE$ 2615813, Charles E. Merriam, Political
Power: Its Composition and Incidence, McGraw-Hill, 1934 (FIER [Biatel B, F) GElE, AH
gh 0 WITKZEMAS, 19754F) &, Charles E. Merriam, Systematic Politics, Univ. of Chicago
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Anthony D. Smith, Ethno-symbolism and Nationalism; A cultural approach, Routledge, New York,
2009, pp.23-40.

Ibid., p.25.
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“This arch means independence not from China alone but from Japan from Russia and from all
European powers”. The Independent, June 20th, 1896, EDITORIAL'.
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P LR R WMOWES | ([HERHRE] Vol.6. 1973 4E), 34-35 "—

MESEET DHrhi A2 e (F) ) —iR, 2006 4F. 744-745 X — ¥ & B,

(Gt [HRarsrhi). 1896 424 H 7 Ho

“Today we rejoice in the fact that the King has decided to erect upon the ruins of the arch outside
the West Gate, a new one to be entitled Independence Arch. % #i. We do not know as its
inscription will be written in on-mun but we wish it might”. The Independent, June 20th, 1896,
‘EDITORIAL.

“For centuries the arch stood there as a constant insult to the autonomy of Korea, an autonomy
which China always hastened to assert when called upon to stand responsible for any tremble in
the peninsula but which site always denied when it was safe to do so. She denied it once too many
times and now her "suzerainty" is where the old arch is, namely op-so. And now an arch is to be
raised on the same spot to stand forever as a negation of Manchu dominance to show that Korea
is once and for all cut off from the blighting influence of Chinese patronage; cut off, we hope, also
from the system of fraud, corruption and trickery which today makes that most populous empire
the laughing-stock of the world”. Ibid.
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The Independent, August 31st, 1897, ‘Local Items'.

L CId MRS, Wi, 322-338 X— Va2

The Korean repository, Vol.5 No.8, 1898, p.286, ‘The Independence Club’. 1§k, Hi#Ed. 323-324
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“They said that the people of Korea consider that the controlling of the Military and Finance Dep't
by foreigners is detrimental to the independence of this country. They expressed their thanks for
the kind feeling Russia entertains for Korea's welfare, but as to allowing her to control these two
most important departments in the government, the masses were strongly opposed”. The
Independent, March 12th, 1898, ‘Local Items’.

“Considering the immense number of people assembled the meeting was as orderly one and the
addressed were moderate in tone, and any inflammatory demonstration was immediately
suppressed by the leaders. There were many foreign spectators among whom the Russian
representative and his staff were interested onlookers”. Ibid. [ HF#% ZiEh B = F& 5 7 W 1 S5 98L
B R [BE AR SR 1898 42 3 [ 31 Hoo

[ [ARazrBI). 1898 4E 5 H 19 Ho
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Hutchinson, (The Dynamics of Cultural Nationalism; The Gaelic Revival and the Creation of the
Irish Nation State, Unwin Hyman, London, 1987), (Modern Nationalism, Fontana Press, London,
1994). John Hutchinson and Anthony D. Smith, Nationalism, Oxford University Press, Oxford,
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