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European and East Asian Integration:
What Can We Learn from the Past Experiences over 110 Years?

MASUDA, Minoru

The first part of this study analyzes the history of Europe over the past 110 years in light
of the significance of European integration and the nature of the crises that occurred
during the same period on the continent. The second part of this study examines the East
Asian crises in the same period. Differences in the basic nature of historical experiences in
East Asia versus Europe for the past 110 years will be emphasized. The final part of this
study will discuss whether it is possible for the type of integration seen in Europe to occur
in East Asia, and whether this integration is necessary. Arguments made in connection to
this analysis are: The absence of European-style supranational integration in East Asia
can be explained as a result of a fundamental difference in the long-term historical
experiences of the two regions. To withstand shocks of globalization East Asia may well
need a regional framework. But the choice made by the Europeans—integration through

re-creation of an idealized past—may be a difficult path for East Asians to follow.

Keywords : European Integration, East Asian Integration, Nationalism, Imperialism,
the 20th Century
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