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New Trends and Problems on Development of Fuel-efficient Vehicles in

Japan and China

XU, Lin hui

The auto industry is constrained in many aspects by the surging petroleum price and the
increasing environmental requirements enforced by the government. The future of the

industry relies on the development of alternative energy and the reduce of emissions.

Japan has been active in the research of energy efficient vehicles since the 1970's. In
recent years China has also put in great effort in this area. This article describes the
methods employed by governments and car manufacturers in both Japan and China to
develop and promote energy efficient vehicles. It also analyzes problems faced by each

country, as well as potential solutions.
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