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Reviewing the Impact of the Special Needs Student Support Room:
Constructing a Comprehensive Student Support System for Diversity, Including Students with

Developmental Disorders as a First Stage and Beyond

HUBERT Mayumi (Coordinator, Office of Student Affairs at Biwako-Kusatsu Campus, Ritsumeikan
University)
IWAI Eiichiro (Coordinator, Office of Student Affairs at Osaka Ibaraki Campus, Ritsumeikan

University)

Abstract

The Special Needs Student Support Room (SNSSR) of Ritsumeican University was
established in April, 2011. It was created to realize the goal of “Constructing a Comprehensive
Student Support System,” as part of the Academy Vision “R2020 First Mid-Term Plan,” aiming
at enhancing support for students with diverse needs. The SNSSR’s mission is to construct a
new student support system for diversity, specifically including developmental disorders. Its
goals also incorporate the various responsibilities of higher education in recent years, such as
1) taking measures to follow the law and government policies related to higer education, such
as “the Act on Support for Persons with Developmental Disabilities” and “the Act for
Eliminating Discrimination Against People with Disabilities,” 2) identifying and responding to
the needs of the diversification of students accompanied by social changes such as “the era of
universalism of colleges (due to the decline of the 18 year-old population)” and “globalism,”
and 3) playing a cooperative role in the academic responsibilities of the university, including
“quality assurance of learning” as well as “assisting student development for self-directed
learning.” By incooperating these goals, the SNSSR set forth the core value of developing
students’ three skills of “self-knowledge,” “self-advocacy,” and “self-management of their own
support and resources.” In this article, we will summarize the SNSSR’s five years of practice
(AY2011-AY2015), which has expanded into a multi-disciplinary support network and
established a cross-sectional collaboration support system inside and outside the university. We
will review the practice-based theory and established methods of the SNSSR using its
evaluation of practices and results. Lastly, we will examine the implications of the SNSSR’s
accomplishments to date, as well as the remaining missions to be completed for the next stage

of the comprehensive student support system.

Keywords
Developmental Disorders, Special Needs, Comprehensive Student Support System, Support for
Student development to be Self-Directive, Seamless Transition Support, Student Support

Coordinator
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