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“Beyond Borders” and the Internationalization of Higer-Education at Ritsumeikan
University

YAMAI Toshiaki (Professor, Executive Direktor, Division of International Affairs, Ritsumeikan

University)

Abstract

In 2009 the Ritsumeikan Academy drawed up its future vison “R2020” and adopted “Creating
a Future Beyond Borders” as the motto of the vision. This motto shows the Acadmy’s will to
contribute to establishing a future in which people, as well as people and nature, harnoniously
coexist. The efforts of Ritsumeikan University to promote the internationalization of its
education and research activities have been carried out in the spirit of this “Beyond Boders”. In
this paper I present and examine some of these efforts related to the Japanese government’s
“Top Global University Project”, especially after my arrival as executive director of the division
of intenational affairs in 2015: A trial-and-error process for enhancing the internationalization of

education with some positive outcomes and many unresolved problems.
Keywords

Beyond Borders, SGU (Top Global University Project), reform of English education, study

abroad programs, Beyond Borders Plaza
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