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The Concept of Ritsumeikan University's Writing Support Desk and its Application:
A Look Back from the Tutors’ Standpoint

NAKAJIMA Azusa (Lecturer, College of Letters)
KASHIMA Moeko (Graduate student, Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences)

Abstract

This report reviews three years of practical experience with Ritsumeikan University's
Writing Support Desk the point of view of its tutors. In recent years, many universities have
been actively adopting measures to provide students with support in the field of academic
writing as part of their learning support programs. Starting in 2012, Ritsumeikan University’s
own “Writing Support Desk” where graduate and research students provide tutoring in writing
academic reports was established inside of the library’s Learning Commons. The method
practiced by these tutors is not to give students definitive answers or corrections, but rather to
enable their own “awareness” of potential problems. This paper presents the important role
fulfilled by the Writing Support Desk, as well as managerial issues raised by its implementation,
from the perspective of the Desk’s core concept of functioning and its practical application.
Furthermore, it argues for the introduction of coordinators whose help in resolving managerial

issues is an imperative necessity.
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