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Using a Problem-Posing Round-Table Discussion in “Japanese Culture and Society”
Studies Class

SHIBUTANI Kimiko (Lecturer, Ritsumeikan International, Ritsumeikan University)

Abstract

This paper reports on the use of a problem-posing round-table discussion in the “Introduction
to Japanese Culture and Society” class for international students at Ritsumeikan University in
the spring semester of 2011. In this class, students are expected to engage in active discussion.
However, many students are freshmen and are not used to discussions. Particularly in the
spring semester few students joined discussions. Therefore, a problem-posing round-table
discussion was held in order for everyone to participate in the discussion and to discover
Japan on their own terms through meeting new people in this course. This paper examines the
students’ course evaluation shown by students’ comment-sheets collected after every class and
questionnaire comments at the end of the course. It also aims to discuss the pros and cons of

“the problem-posing round-table discussion”.
Keywords

Japanese Culture Studies, Problem-Posing, Round-Table Discussion, Buzz Session,

Cross-Cultural Understanding
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