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Looking Back upon a Dispute on Decline in Academic Performance

— on the basis of the lectures of “present education” and the discussions among the participants —
OKI Hirotaka (Professor, Institute for Teaching and Learning)

Abstract

A dispute on decline in students’ academic performance, which had started with publication
of the book “University Students who are poor at fractional calculation” in 1999, spread
instantly and nation-widely among not only pedagogists and school teachers but also parents
and the media. As this dispute centered upon the tone of argument that the decline in academic
performance and eagerness to learn had been caused by the Course of Study, the other factors
failed to be fully discussed. The dispute began to diminish rapidly after the Course of Study
was revised to abolish the policy of the so called cram-free education in 2008. However, even
if the page volume of textbooks and the number of classes that students will have at school
are increased without pursuing the real factors, there is still a high possibility that students’
academic performance may not be recovered.

This paper attempts to describe the real factors and the left subjects, which are highly
relevant to university education as well, with regard to the decline in students’ academic
performance and eagerness to learn on the basis of the lectures on “Dispute on Decline in
Academic Performance” and “Educational Disparity”, and the discussions that were held among

the participants in the class “Present Education” at Ritsumeikan univ. in 2009.
Key words

Cram-free Education, Dispute on Academic Performance, Eagerness to Learn, Educational

Disparity, Course of Study

—150-



