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Social Impacts through Overseas Active Learning:

Service-Learning and International Cooperation Activities on Higher Education
FUJIYAMA Ichiro (Visiting Fellow, Institute of International Relations & Area Studies)

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to make a classification of some overseas active learning
programs to developing countries on the basis of the service-learning as higher education, and
to explore the characteristics of each program. Through examining from the two analytical
views; (1) Who is the recipient: “learner-centered” or “host-centered”, (2) Which should be
emphasized: “service” or “learning”, the results clearly show the two significant findings. The
first one is that some types of overseas active learning, even if students have engaged, have a
certain level of social impacts to the host region and communities in developing countries. The
second one is that student’s volunteer groups as extracurricular activities can give big impacts
to the host region and communities through enlightenment and social modification. That is why
these student’s groups should be regarded as one of “the development actors”. Each university
will have to consider how these activities of student’s groups should be considered or evaluated

within the higher education.
Keywords
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