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abstract

MONPE style pants are considered to be Japanese women's old-fashioned work wear. They

were originally working pants in rural areas. It was widespread in the entire country including

urban areas as "emergency clothes" during World War II. Their popularity far exceeded the

"women's standard clothes", designated by the military government. This paper recognized

the spread of MONPE as a kind of "fashion" and investigated its diffusion process through

examining some major published media. The result finds that MONPE were standardized as

work wear by westernizing shape and simplifying patterns. At the same time, however, there was

deviation as an advanced "fashion" such as ornate patterns and three-dimensional shapes.
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