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abstract

The crane, which has been favoured by the Japanese as a key symbol in good-luck patterns, and
which has been repeatedly used in designs, can be found in many old “kimono” patterns. It has been turned
into patterns and presented as combinations of patterns. Examples include the “Horai pattern”, which
depicts a crane and a tortoise amongst pine, bamboo and plum trees that grow in a rocky terrain by the
water, and the “Matsu Kui Tsuru pattern”, which depicts a crane in-flight, with pine needles in its beaks.
The combinations have gone through changes in modern times. This paper examines their transformations
and background pertaining to them, using kosode pattern books, kimono pattern albums and portfolios

archived at the Art Research Center of Ritsumeikan University.
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