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abstract

Using the “mon” as metadata for identifications, this paper determines the year of issue for prints
representing Yoshiwara courtesans. The “mon” is a crest used as an emblem by people in Japanese
society. The difficulty of determining dates may be eliminated by combining information from the
Yoshiwara saiken, or the directories of courtesans for the Yoshiwara licensed pleasure district, with
the “mon” crests shown in the prints. Since the names used by courtesans were passed down, it is
sometimes difficult to make distinctions between individuals. However, by paying attention to the

gift box for an individual’s debut with that name, it may be possible to determine the date of issue.
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