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abstract

This paper analyzes the impressions of Japanese small-gauge filmmakers from 1926 to 1941 as
reported in Movie Makers, an American magazine written by amateur filmmakers of small gauge films,
with contributions from their Japanese branch. Two perceptions will be explored: the American’s
image of the Japanese filmmakers, and the Japanese filmmaker’s self-image. Movie Makers’s first
perceptions of Japan were based on what E. W. Said defined as “Orientalism”. A new perception was
created when Japanese amateur filmmakers established their own small-gauge film club, which became
a branch of Movie Makers and the Japanese reported their activities. The next perception is that the

Americans accepted the Japanese as typical filmmakers of the time.
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