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In this paper I discuss the illustrated erotic book Shina kagami in which
all the men are given the faces of contemporary Kabuki actors (yakusha
nigao). Hayashi Yoshikazu first published this book in Edo makura-eshi shisei
(Kawade shobo shinsha, 1991). At that time there was insufficient comparative
material to allow for a detailed study of the actor likenesses. Now, thanks to
the Ritsumeikan ARC image database project, we can identify all of the actors
represented in it. Once the actors were identified, it was possible to date the
book to around 1772, which makes it the earliest extant example of the use
of nigao in representations of actors out of role. This and other erotic books
permit us better to understand the public’s intense interest in kabuki actors,
and the ways in which artists developed and exploited nigao to satisfy that
interest. Use of nigao represents a significant enrichment of Edo visual culture.
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3% — Purchase - The Gerhard Pulverer Collection, Museum funds, Friends of the Freer and

Sackler Galleries and the Harold P. Stern Memorial fund in appreciation of Jeffrey P.

Cunard and his exemplary service to the Galleries as chair of the Board of Trustees
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(2003-2007).

Mo (KR 4% X NREESR (Vo.21.4185) Katsukawa Shunshd, Japanese, 17261792
Actor Onoe Matsusuke I in the Lion Dance (Shakkyd) Japanese, Edo period, 1773
Woodblock print (nishiki-e); ink and color on paper Hosoban; 30.2 x 14.8 cm (11 7/8 x
5 13/16 in.) Museum of Fine Arts, Boston William S. and John T. Spaulding Collection,
21.4185
Photograph © 2012 Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.
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