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Hon’ami Kéetsu was a calligrapher in the carly Edo period, particularly
well-known for his kana work. However, this image of Koetsu as a specialist on
kana has been challenged recently. Hayashi Susumu, for instance, has pointed
out that some kana pieces by Koetsu have actually been confused with those by
his contemporary Suminokura Soan.

Since one cannot give as much credit to Koetsu’s kana as before, it is now
necessary to adopt a different approach to the study of his calligraphy, that is
his kanji work. In this article, I will examine Risshé Ankoku-ron and Shimon
Butsujo-gi at Myoren-ji temple, and suggest another way to establish the
standard of Koetsu’s characters.
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