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abstract

The South Kensington Museum donated a large number of European “art manufactures” to the
Imperial Museum of Tokyo (now the Tokyo National Museum) in 1876. This article examines the
criteria used for the selection of the gift in relation to the collection and display policies of the South
Kensington Museum at the time. The objects were chosen and transported to Japan by the leading
British industrial designer, Christopher Dresser (1834-1904). This study pays particular attention
to a lecture delivered by Dresser in Philadelphia in 1876 on his way to Japan. This lecture reveals the
South Kensington Museum’s policy of expanding its international influence. The donation of the

objects to the Imperial Museum of Tokyo, it will be shown, was made as part of this policy.
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