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The legendary gathering at the Orchid Pavilion in China took place in
353 CE, when Wang Xizhi invited forty-one scholars to participate in the
annual Spring Purification Festival. At this event, Wang Xizhi improvised a
short text that has come to be known as the Preface to the Orchid Pavilion
Gathering. During the Edo period, the “Orchid Pavilion” became one of the
most important and popular painting themes in Japan. Using the images of
Yang Mo and Yu Yun among the Orchid Pavilion Gathering participants as
examples, this paper analyzes how the distinct iconographies of the different
painting themes are incorporated into this painting theme. Furthermore, it
will reconsider the political and ideological circumstances of Tokugawa society
that are implied in the painted representation. In so doing, it will shed a new
light on historical meanings of the Orchid Pavilion paintings.
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