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abstract

In this paper I will discuss eleven erotic books (Shunpon), that were
published from 1750 through the end of the Edo period, all based on the
Kanadehon Chushingura. Focusing on the popular theatrical play I will
highlight the imitative character and the diversity of the ways the Chushingura
was represented in the erotic books. I am going to examine in detail the
Kanadehon yako no tama by Utagawa Kunisada and the Chushingura koben
by Utagawa Kuniyoshi. Taking advantage of the mitate concept, both works
had significantly expanded the possibilities of depicting the Chushingura in
erotic books. Since the mitate was often applied to Ukiyo-e prints, I argue that
Shunpon and Ukiyo-e compositions are closely related to each other within the
creative activities of the Ukiyo-e artists.
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