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Premiered in January 1860 at the Ichimura-za theatre in Edo, San’nin
Kichisa kuruwa no hatsugai by Kawatake Mokuami is one of the most popular
kabuki played even today. The play’s leading character Ojo Kichisa is a thieve,
pretending to be a woman with the assumed name of Yaoya Oshichi--a young
girl whose tragic life inspired many kabuki plays in the Edo period. Based on
the text-based research, Kichisa’s kimono was long thought to be the same as
_Yaoya Oshichi’s with Fujibumi-mon crest which represented a sealed letter.
However, my research on actors’ prints reveals that Kichisa’s kimono at the
premiere in 1860 had the Musubibumi-mon crest, representing a knotted
letter. Therefore, Ojo Kichisa’s costume was based on Yaoya Oshichi’s, but still
differentiated from it. Analyzing the intention of its modification, this article
discusses how her costume worked to express Kichisa’s character.
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