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A Platform for Preservation and Sharing of Urban Memories

based on a Concept of Knowledgeable Archives

GONDO Chie, OHNO Shin, INABA Mitsuyuki

This paper proposes a platform for recollecting, sharing and exchanging urban memories that include the
knowledge and cultural heritage embedded in a certain place. The platform is called the GANCHIKU-MAP
system, which enables its users to access geographical information databases through the Internet. The
system allows the users to exchange and share their information and memories about the place where they or
their ancestors used to live through engaging in active interactions on the web. These processes stimulate
the users to recollect their memories in the old days. The architecture of this database is based on the
concept of Knowledgeable Archives, which allows users to participate in the collaborative achieve
construction. In this research, we have focused on the Japantown in Honolulu formed by Japanese
immigrants from the end of the 19th century. Since the memories of the old age are rapidly disappearing
from people’s minds and landscapes in the city, immediate actions should be performed to preserve them
through archiving the cultural heritage. We expect that our activity would contribute to the succession of

the cultural heritage in a city and the urban development planning of the area in the future.
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