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Chinese Career Preparation:
The Effects of Education and Family Registration

Abstract

From 1949 to 1993, Chinese college students were regarded as the elite of their country.
Their school expenses were covered and employment after graduation was guaranteed by
the government. Upon graduation they were assigned a job location by the government
plan and the effects of their family registration were moved to the working place.

Meanwhile, the Chinese government used family registration as a means to control the
city populations. Due to different requirements for education and social welfare between
city and rural registration, without a state job in the city area rural people could not get a
city registration. These differences became a motivation for rural people to obtain a
college degree that could lead to a city registration and resulted in a highly competitive
environment for obtaining college diplomas in China.

Even though China has begun to change this education and family registration system,
the historic effects continue to exist. For the Chinese employee who has graduated from
an educational system based on a competitive college entrance examination, a job reward
system based on qualifications is preferred over a more common seniority system as found

in Japan.



