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Disaster Prevention Effect Accompanying the ‘Kanbun Era Bank’

Construction along the Kamo River in Kyoto

by
Akihisa YOSHIKOSHI

The ‘Kanbun era bank’ built along the Kamo River was the first full-scale bank. It is believed that it was
treated as a flood defence at the time of construction, which did not turn out to be so eventually.

The following is considered to be the cause for this:

First, there was a change in the form of the Kamo River. The river narrowed and became a strait, and gravel
and sand deposited on its riverbed.

Second, the structure and scale of the bank also became a problem specifically, the fact that it was not a
continuous bank, its height was low and both the banks had different structures.

The change in climate can be considered to be the third problem specifically, the climate became unstable for
the little ice age.

Fourth, the disaster area changed specifically, some new town was established in the same place, which was
capable of withstanding a great deal of damage.

As mentioned above, the author believes that the greatest purpose of the ‘Kanbun era bank’ construction was

not to build a flood defence but a new land.
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