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A Study of Nationality on Sudan and South Sudan: 

Nationality Law in Sudan and South Sudan after the Independence of South 
Sudan 

 
Yukari Ando 

 
Abstract: This study focuses on Nationality in Sudan and South Sudan. Who  belongs  and who does not are 

very sensitive issues indeed. This study raises the question of the new reality, despite of the fact international law 

does not allow stateless and deprived of nationality after the State succession. In the context of Sudan and South 

Sudan, who is a Sudanese  Who is a South Sudanese  The main questions are: How to define in legal texts, and 

more problematically how to interpret and implement after the independence of South Sudan on 9th July 2011. The 

legal status of South Sudanese in Sudan and Sudanese in South Sudan were not determined before the Referendum. 

The fears of loss of legal status are widely spread, particularly, among those who worked and lived in Sudan for 

long time but originally come from South Sudan. Some of them abandoned their jobs and properties in Sudan and 

went back to South Sudan. If South Sudanese loses Sudanese Nationality and cannot prove South Sudan 

identification, the person becomes stateless. Also intermarriage couples face the problem, since naturalization 

gets more difficult. Domestic laws which stipulate nationality and citizenship both in Sudan and South Sudan. The 

Constitution does not prohibit dual nationalities of Sudan and South Sudan. On the contrary, Sudanese Nationality 

Act clearly prohibits dual nationalities between Sudan and South Sudan. South Sudanese Nationality Act does not 

prohibit dual nationalities. For instance, it appears problematic that someone who was born in Sudan and might 

lose its nationality with assumption of getting South Sudan Nationality. However, if the respective person is not 

met the element of obtaining South Sudan Nationality, the person concerned might be a risk of statelessness. 
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